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This month, I spent a very enjoyable few hours with 
James from Image Skool, trying out a bit of graffi  ti 
painting. James fi rst got into graffi  ti from listening 
to hip-hop as a teenager and seeing features in the 
magazines, and started with big sheets of wood his 
parents bought him, which he would paint, roller 
over and paint again. He did commissions, but left off , 
until one youth workshop 7 years ago got him back 
into it. Stepping into James’ garden, the fi rst thing I 
noticed was a massive mural, a striking collaboration 
between himself (graffi  ti name Riot68) and his friend 
Lee (Mono), of a woman’s face and incredibly intricate, 
almost computerised looking text. From the outset it 
was clear that as well as being an incredibly talented 
teacher, James is also at the top of his fi eld, practising 
his trade as well as teaching it – for me it was this that 
stood out. The transition from being skilled in a craft 
to teaching it is not always one without problems, but 
James seemed equally adept at both. 

James was very helpful throughout the workshop– he 
gave a quick demonstration of “can control” (you’d 
be amazed at how many diff erent “strokes” you can 
create!) and then was eager to let me have a go. After a 
few minutes of panicking “I don’t know what to paint” 
“I’ve got no ideas” etc, I decided to start off  with a 
traditional one, my name. James was the perfect blend 
of hands on and hands off , allowing me to fi nd my 
feet myself, but also gently guiding me and giving me 
constant positive feedback. The outline of my name 
gave the fi nishing touches, and then I moved onto a 
second board.

This time, I tried something completely diff erent. I 
worked from a photo of my Mum (although I claimed 
it was “abstract” when she saw the likeness!) I worked 
from dark to light layers, and at the start I was 
despairing about the awful state of the outline, but 
after James encouraged me to continue, by midpoint, 
it was starting to take shape. Throughout, his creative 
fl air was easy to see – not only was I able to try many 
new techniques with the spray paint, James also 
pointed out sections on his mural where he had used 
emulsion, deliberately allowed the spray paint to drip, 
and dragged the paint with his hands. Soon, I was 
dripping paint down the board and moving whole 
sections of paint with my fi ngers, something which 
was both liberating and created a fresh and eye-
catching end result.
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When I asked James if he preferred working with young 
children, teenagers or adults, he said it was impossible 
to pick, because he sees the person not the age, and 
really I think that sums up James’ approach – individual. 
The entire workshop was guided by me and really, like 
all good teachers, James very much took the backseat. 
James has run workshops for children, young people, 
children centres where one years old could take part, 
reception classes with parents and grandparents 
involved, and ones which are intergenerational, and I 
can imagine that he was equally as good at them all. 
In fact, after my painting James showed me part of his 
portfolio, and his talents in everything from screen-
printing to fi lm work and custom toy workshops are 
quite staggering, with his work exhibited everywhere 
from LA to Melbourne. Without hesitation, I would 
encourage anyone to book Image Skool for anything 
from youth workshops to private commissions – it was 
quite refreshing to see someone so creative talk with 
equal passion about his own work, and observe and 
interact so enthusiastically with my own.
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www.riot68.com -  James’ personal graffi  ti website
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