
Biking is obviously a big part of your life today, but 
how and when did you start getting into bikes?

I started riding Cycle Trials when I was around 10 years old 
and haven’t stopped since.

I started competing when I was 13 and in 2009 I became 
Junior Men’s Trials World Champion in Canberra, Australia. 
Since then I have continued competing and have also 
appeared on a show a few of you may have heard of, 
Britain’s Got Talent.

What are your plans for this year?

This year I am still training as hard as ever, riding as 
much as possible as well as training off  the bike. I plan on 
expanding my business, Trialsport GB as much as possible 
and make this year my busiest year so far whilst at the 
same time competing in the World Championships in 
Switzerland in September.

Britain’s Got Talent is the show that everyone is 
talking about, what was it like to get through to 
the semi-fi nals? 

Getting through to the semi fi nals of such a massive show 
was incredible. The exposure that I have received from 
the show is impossible to achieve any other way. And the 
response to my act has been absolutely fantastic! 

Simon Cowell called you his favourite act of the night! 
How does it feel to have won over TV’s Mr Nasty?

Before I performed I was slightly worried what his 
comment was going to be like. I know he had seen bike 
acts before and been less than impressed. But when he 
said it was the best act of the night I couldn’t believe 
what I was hearing! It was such a relief to get an amazing 
comment like that off  such a powerful man.

This month we spoke to 
twenty year old Joe Oakley, a 
professional trials rider from 

Sandiacre, Nottingham who 
you might recognise from 

the popular show
“Britain’s Got Talent”.

Here’s what he had to say...

So what is the main diff erence between a Trials bike and 
a normal mountain bike?

The fi rst diff erence everyone notices (including Michael 
McIntyre) is that there is usually no seat on a Trials bike, 
because it just isn’t needed. Trials bikes obviously have to be as 
light as possible so any unnecessary weight is cut off . The bikes 
are also single speed, so no gears to go wrong and they also 
have incredibly sharp brakes.

Finally, where do you see yourself in fi ve years?

If in 5 years I am still riding my bike for a living, travelling the 
world performing as well as competing, and have infl uenced 
some kids to get out on there bikes (with helmets of course) 
then I will be happy.

Joe Oakley
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